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Bible Readings for
June 14, 2020

Genesis 18:1-15
Psalm 116:1-2,12-19
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8

Reflection from Ray
Three times we are told in the 
reading from Genesis that 
“Sarah laughed”. 

While I am sure having a 
generous belly laugh is indeed 
good for a person I am not sure 
if all and any laughter is good 
for the body.  I do know not all 
laughter is good for the soul.  
The reason being that we laugh 
for many reasons and in so 
many circumstances.  Some 
occasions when we laugh  are 
not because we think 
something is what we might 
call funny.   

We laugh to release tension 
when we are nervous or 
embarrassed, we laugh when 
we hear or see something 
joyous, we laugh when we 
recognise our own foibles  in a 
story told about someone else.  
I have had to endure the 
maniacal laughter of a deeply 
disturbed person tied with 
leather straps to a hospital 
trolley and I have held my 
children as they gurgled and 
cooed with carefree glee. 
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The Harvest is plentiful… part of Sunday’s gospel 
reading. Great name for a church newsletter! 

Life is showing more signs of returning to normal 
(whatever that means) with groups of 20 now able to 
gather for worship services.  The 11.30 group is back at 
worship at Sunshine and good to see both groups on a 
Sunday morning.  Some of our other groups are slowly 
returning to the site, but Uniting are not yet operating at 
Sunshine. 

Last Sunday at long last we were able to light the new 
Christ candle, that under normal (whatever that means) 
circumstances would have been lit for the first time on 
Easter Sunday.  We also read from the new NRSV bible 
for the first time and it was very satisfying to see people 
able to follow along on the printed order of service 
covers word for word. 

It was a big Sunday last week as we also celebrated Holy 
Communion for the first time for several months. 

Just a reminder that worship times are now 9.30 (English 
language service) and 11.30 (Samoan language service).  
The 9.30 group will return to 10.00am when all 
restrictions are lifted. 

If planning on being at worship on June 14 could people 
please advise Ray for the 9.30am group and Penaia for 
the 11.30am group. 
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 This is a reminder from our Presbytery of Port Phillip 
West that Synod 2020 nominations close at 5.00pm on 
Friday 19 June 2020. Please send in your forms as 
soon as possible if you wish to attend the Synod 
Meeting …… The original email is below
 
The meeting of the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania 
occurs approximately every 18 months and consists 
of around 300 members appointed  by presbyteries 
and reporting bodies. It meets over five days to 
worship, enjoy fellowship, receive reports and make 
decisions regarding the general oversight, direction 
and administration of the Church’s worship, witness 
and service.  

The 2019 Synod meeting is being held from 13-17 
November 2020 at Box Hill Town Hall. 
All confirmed members of Congregations are able to 
nominate to attend the Synod Meeting. 
Nomination forms (see Ray if you want one) need to 
be emailed to: heather.loader@ppw.victas.uca.org.au 
Nominations must be submitted by 5.00pm on Friday 
19 June 2020. 

Late nominations will not be accepted.
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I am on a bit of a high this week 
because during the week there 
was a person who reported they 
are reading “Do Yourself A 
Favour” and have actually clicked 
on a link or two.! Not much but 
It is enough!  And so we push on.  
This week another Canadian - 
which now makes three (Leonard 
Cohen and Neil Young).  K.D 
Lang.  Bonus points for knowing 
the K.D. stand for Kathyrn Dawn.

Constant Craving is off the album 
“Ingenue”. The song first made 
the charts in 1992, and won her 
the Grammy Award for Best 
Female Pop Vocal Performance in 
1993[3] and an MTV Video Music 
Award for Best Female Video.

She writes of the genesis of the 
song, “We’d hired a little place in 
Vancouver to write songs. I’d 
been listening to Black Crow by 
Joni Mitchell and said to Ben, my 
songwriting partner: “Wouldn’t it 
be great if we could do a song 
with similar, flowing open 
chords?” I sat down with a little 
Casio keyboard and the music 
came quickly, but I struggled to 
write lyrics for months. Then one 
day I just sat at the window with 
a typewriter and the phrase 
“constant craving” came into my 
head. Once I had that, the lyrics 
flowed.

continued page 4

Ray mentioned a couple of weeks ago that he 
has taken a year’s subscription toThe Work of 
the People, a spiritual visual library and virtual 
sanctuary for a growing community of people 
from all walks of life.  These short films are 
suitable for Bible study and discussion groups 
and also for showing in worship. We will be 
seeing more of them in the coming months.  The 
site says of itself, “Some of us have found it 
difficult to keep our faith when there wasn’t a 
place to hold our pain or grief. When there 
wasn’t a place to groan while our wounds 
healed. When there wasn’t space for honest 
dialogue about transformation and how hard 
and disruptive it is. Over the years, TWOTP has 
become a safe place to discover our humanity 
and divinity, a place of inquiry about God and 
being human. A place to grow in empathy and 
compassion, to share heart. A place to explore 
and evolve with the rest of creation-kind.

mailto:heather.loader@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
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Ray’s Reflection cont

Sarah laughs when she hears words of promise.  Now Sarah has heard these words before, they 
are not new.  She and Abraham have heard these words of a promise of children at least twice 
before.   Words of promise of descendants so numerous they would be as stars in the black all 
enveloping outback sky. 

And back then Abraham believed God 
and it was counted to him as 
righteousness. 

But that was 25 long and barren years 
ago, since then things have moved on. 
Both Sarai and Abram had had a name 
change as preparation for their 
parenting phase of their lives.  Abram had 
done and circumcised himself, had 
a son with his slave girl Hagar, but still 
no fulfilment of the promise for children 
with his wife, Sarah. 

Twenty five years waiting around and by 
now both Sarah and Abraham juices have 
done dried up.  All over red rover, put 
the cue stick back in the rack.  Game over. 

Life lived merely with the sense of incongruity will become bleak and cynical.  What needs to 
be introduced is the element of surprise; that which breaks in from beyond, so our laughter 
points to grace, hope and the promise of God, not the despair of disappointed expectations.  

Reinhold Neibuhr once said that to have a sense of humour is a 
precursor for faith.  It points to the sense that life should have 
meaning and there is something of the surprise and the  something 
beyond in life. 

                     Cartoon of the Week         
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Staff Contacts  

Minister: The Rev Ray 
Gormann 
rgormann@bigpond.net.au  
ph 0447 142 425 

Mental Health Ministry 
Co-ordinator:  
The Rev (Deacon) Fiona 
Botcher 
feigh.b@gmail.com 
ph 0421 027 467 

Sunshine Youth Space 
Co-ordinator: Samita Rai 
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Do Yourself a Favour (cont)
“Constant craving” relates to samsara, the Buddhist cycle of birth and death, but I wasn’t a 
practising Buddhist then so I honestly don’t know what the impetus for the song was. I just wrote 
it from the perspective of desire and longing.  The music video 
was filmed in black-and- white. It presents a fanciful recreation 
of the premiere of Samuel Beckett's play Waiting for Godot in 
Paris, 1953. Here, she is depicted singing backstage while the 
actors perform. The director, Mark Romanek, says the song's lyrics 
of desperation and waiting fit well with the themes of Beckett's 
play.   Here is the link   to the video of K.D. Lang’s  constant 
craving

Refugee Week (June 14-20) raises awareness about the 
issues affecting refugees and celebrates the positive contributions 
refugees make to our society.  This year, the theme is 
Celebrating the Year of Welcome. Our Justice and International 
Mission team has compiled a set of resources to help you 
and your congregation mark the event.

Click here to get to resources for 
refugee week 

And you can read more about what is happening in the Uniting Church Synod of 
Victoria and Tasmania by clicking on the link to crosslight 
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Both outreach ministry staff, that is Fiona 
from the Mental Health Ministry, and Sam from 

Sunshine Youth Space are beginning planning for a 
return to face to face meetings in the next couple of weeks. 

Both of these programs depend heavily upon being 
connections and community so have found it very challenging 
over the past couple of months. Sam and Fiona are pawing at 

the ground to be back on site and will keep us posted on 
how the re-opening of the facilities are going. 

Fiona may well be getting something happening 
as early as this coming week.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXqPjx94YMg
https://justact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-June-Refugee-week-resources.pdf
https://crosslight.org.au/2020/06/11/youthful-enthusiasm-earns-aom-honours/

