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Bible Readings for
November 1, 2020

Joshua 3:7-17
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
Matthew 23:1-12

Reflection From Ray

There are both religious and 
secular versions, but religious 
versions are the most scary 
because things of the spirit do 
touch us in the depth of our 
soul and bad spirits can hold 
vulnerable people in their vice 
like grip.  Religion that goes 
wrong will go horribly wrong 
and can fearfully conjure up and 
invoke all the authority of the 
divine.  In today’s passage 
Jesus points out it has all gone 
horribly wrong, evil has arisen 
from a good that has been 
corrupted, zeal has turned to 
pride, pride has hardened to 
contempt and religion has 
become a matter of outward 
conformity to prohibitive laws. 

Pride is a trap for those who 
have two characteristics. 1/ You 
have got to be absolutely 
serious about your pursuit (so if 
you do not suffer from pride at 
least consider the possibility 
that you may not simply care 
enough!) 2/ You also have have 
a deep seated doubt about your 
own self worth and so you 
compare yourself. The great evil 
in pride is the comparison that 
always needs to keep one step 
ahead of the other and when 
pushed and hence threatened 
will resort to put downs 

Here are a couple of shots of the workers who have 
been installing the long awaited Audio Visual system in 
our church.  The timing is quite good as we are 
working towards resuming worship services on 
November 15.  It will be great to “baptise” the new 
system when we can finally worship together in person 
after so long away.  There will of course be COVID 
precautions in place such as a limit of 20 worshippers, 
social distancing, mask wearing, sanitising of hands 
and surfaces.  However the Church Council is 
favourable towards a resumption of worship on the 
basis of course that there is a continued very low 
number of new cases in Melbourne for the next 
fortnight.  The 10.00am group will return to the 
10.00am time slot while the 11.30am group will meet at 
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The Brimbank and Maribyrnong Interfaith group is part of 
a project that is addressing responses from faith 
communities to the issue of domestic violence.  Afoot 
faith leaders and communities may be looked to for 
support in times of crisis and members may feel they do 
not have adequate knowledge of resources available or 
how to respond to the disclosure of incidents.  This 
seminar will provide training and resources.
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Diligent and regular readers of this 
column will by now have noted some 
glaring gaps in the line-up of artists 
so far featured.Missing are, The 
Beatles, The Rolling Stones, U2, Bob 
Dylan… and we could go on. So I will 
address this in coming weeks. 
Today U2 and their anthem of eternal 
spiritual desire, “I Still Haven’t Found 
What I  am Looking For”. Wikipedia 
notes of them, “U2 are an Irish rock 
band from Dublin, formed in 1976. 
The group consists of Bono (lead 
vocals and rhythm guitar), the Edge 
(lead guitar, keyboards, and backing 
vocals), Adam Clayton (bass guitar), 
and Larry Mullen Jr. (drums and 
percussion). Initially rooted in post-
punk, U2's musical style has evolved 
throughout their career, yet has 
maintained an anthemic quality built 
on Bono's expressive vocals and the 
Edge's effects-based guitar textures. 
Their lyrics, often embellished with 
spiritual imagery, focus on personal 
and sociopolitical themes. Popular for 
their live performances, the group 
have staged several ambitious and 
elaborate tours over their career.  
The band formed as teenagers while 
attending Mount Temple 
Comprehensive School, when they 
had limited musical proficiency. 
Within four years, they signed with 
Island Records and released their 
debut album, Boy (1980). 
Subsequent work such as their first 
UK number-one album, War (1983), 
and the singles "Sunday Bloody 
Sunday" and "Pride (In the Name of 
Love)" helped establish U2's 
reputation as a politically and socially 
conscious group.  (cont. page 3)
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By the mid-1980s, they had become renowned globally for their live act, highlighted by their 
performance at Live Aid in 1985.The group's fifth album, The Joshua Tree (1987), made them 
international superstars and was their greatest critical and commercial success. Topping music charts 
around the world, it produced their only number-one singles in the US to date: "With or Without You" 
and "I Still Haven't Found What I'm Looking For". 

Facing creative stagnation and a backlash following their documentary/double album, Rattle and 
Hum (1988), U2 reinvented themselves in the 1990s through a new musical direction and public 
image. Beginning with their acclaimed seventh album, Achtung Baby (1991), and the multimedia-
intensive Zoo TV Tour, the band integrated influences from alternative rock, electronic dance music, 
and industrial music into their sound, and embraced a more ironic, flippant image. This 
experimentation continued through their ninth album, Pop (1997), and the PopMart Tour, which were 
mixed successes. U2 regained critical and commercial favour with the records All That You Can't 
Leave Behind (2000) and How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb (2004), which established a more 
conventional, mainstream sound for the group. Their U2 360° Tour of 2009–2011 set records for the 
highest-attended and highest-grossing concert tour in history. The group most recently released the 
companion albums Songs of Innocence (2014) and Songs of Experience (2017), the former of which 
received criticism for its pervasive, no-cost release through the iTunes Store. 

U2 have released 14 studio albums and are one of 
the world's best-selling music artists, having sold 
an estimated 150–170 million records worldwide. 
They have won 22 Grammy Awards, more than 
any other band, and in 2005, they were inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in their first 
year of eligibility. Rolling Stone ranked U2 at 
number 22 on its list of the "100 Greatest Artists of 
All Time".Throughout their career, as a band and 
as individuals, they have campaigned for human 
rights and social justice causes, including Amnesty 
International, Jubilee 2000, the ONE/DATA 
campaigns, Product Red, War Child, and Music 
Rising.  
listen to Still Haven't Found 

As a couple of treats here are a couple of extra Do Yourself A Favour clips from U2 

listen to With or Without You  

listen to One   

 "Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the 
treasure that it is, and cleave to it as the highest price of every pleasure 
and the deepest comfort in every pain. What was once foolishness to us—a 
crucified God—must become our wisdom and our power and our only boast 
in this world.” - John Piper

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3-5YC_oHjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujNeHIo7oTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftjEcrrf7r0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3-5YC_oHjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujNeHIo7oTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftjEcrrf7r0
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 sabotage or outright destruction of the other who is perceived only as a threat.. 

Jesus words are powerful; the greatest among you must be the servant.  If anyone wants to 
follow me you must leave self behind.   Now some hear this and think it means thinking of 
yourself as worthless, and to hear that with the full authority of the Divine would truly be both 
crushing and soul destroying.  However, in a similar way to what we  were saying last week in 
the context of the greatest commandment, the gospel proclamation is not in the first instance 
forget yourself; that would be too threatening. It is, “ Hear Good News  -  you are loved and 
accepted” and you can now forget yourself as you entrust yourself to the One who is greater 
and can gather you in. 

Our model of humility is Jesus, who never considered himself worthless and was certainly 
not passive.  Jesus shows us that humility is as far from self abasement as from self 
exaltation.  The essence of humility is the refusal to make the comparison with another, for it 
is in the comparison that pride enters the heart.  The humble self is secure in its own God 
given reality and does not need to think of itself as bigger or better.  We are weaned from the 
obsession with building ourselves up at another’s expense.  That frees us to give ourselves 
to the calling that beckons us and to allow its importance to shape us.  Humility is the 
freedom to be taken up and into that which is greater and beyond us.  It is the blessed 
freedom to forget ourselves, secure in the knowledge we will never be forgotten by God. 

All of this happens in the context of leadership.  How to be both humble and a leader.  A 
leader in your neighbourhood, in the workplace, in the home, in the family and the sporting 
club, in politics, in the church.  How do you acknowledge you do have gifts and skills and 
capacities to offer that would make a difference if offered and taken up – but how to remain 
humble about it all.  Can you be humble and know you are humble? 

Part of the challenge of being  humble is to accept the reality where you can acknowledge 
that you do get something out of being applauded, recognized, having something to offer.    It 
is not the case that any of us here is so pious and godly that there is no self interest at all in 
what we do.   Our pride will never be defeated, or at least contained, without turning to face it 
and stare it down.  It is only disarmed by being open to address it.  Not by its denial.- a lie 
which often has disastrous consequences, especially when we are left with our real self interest 
ignored which is therefore likely to make itself felt subversively. Matthew's Jesus invites the disciples to 
think about humility and greatness and what it means for us. 

The Uniting Church Assembly has asked us to be in prayer for

• All Uniting Church members who champion social justice. May we live up to the call of 
the late Rev Dr Noel Preston and keep social action and social ethics at the centre of our Christian 

discipleship. 
• The people of Melbourne and Victoria, with thanks for their sacrifice for the nation in stopping 

the spread of COVID-19.
• The victims of the terrorist attacks in Nice, France, their families and the people of France.    
• Our sisters and brothers in Christ in the Philippines and their struggle for justice, as well 

as diaspora families in Australia as they protest against ongoing human rights abuses in their 
homeland. 
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