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Bible Readings for
October 11, 2020
Exodus 32:1-14
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

Reflection From Ray
Let’s face it, this parable is a 
“challenge”! We have an 
initial invitation to come to a 
feast in honour of the king’s 
son which is met with 
rejection (verse 3). That’s 
odd (nobody turns down a 
royal summons), but not 
deeply troubling. A second 
invitation sweetens the deal 
with descriptions of the 
elaborate preparations 
(verse 4) -- it’s going to be 
delicious! Who wouldn’t 
come to this party? But 
those invited are apparently 
unimpressed, and return to 
business as usual (verse 5). 
Again, this is unusual 
behaviour -- but it’s the kind 
of strangeness we have 
learned to expect in a 
parable. 

But then things go 
completely off the rails. We 
watch in horror as the 
servants sent by the king to 
announce the party are 
seized, abused, and 
murdered (verse 6). We 
didn’t see that coming! How 
did the stakes suddenly get 
so high? And the weirdness 
and violence are just getting 
started. In retaliation, the 
king goes to war against his 
own people.  cont page 4 

The above Banksy cartoon is pretty much a good 
summary of how many of us feel about 2020. 

But we push on.  It was good to see and hear 9 
households last Sunday at our Zoom afternoon tea. This 
was our second one of these and the technology is being 
systematically mastered as we progress.  Keep an eye 
out for our next one. 

And a reminder that in a welcome move Uniting have 
resumed handing out food parcels from our church 
premises on Thursday and Friday mornings between 
9.00am-3.00pm. 

People need to make an appointment by ringing 
93515900 and food parcels are to be picked up in the 
back yard.
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Do
Yourself
A
Favour  

“Members of the broader community can sometimes see 
an organisation as a faceless entity,” explains Uniting 
AgeWell Chief Executive Officer Andrew Kinnersly, “but it’s 
made up of people, in our case over 2500 staff, who are all 
digging deep to rise up to the demands of doing the right 
thing during a once-in-a-lifetime event, when there are so 
many things beyond our control.”

He’s not exaggerating. Wind back the clock to February 
this year. Much of Victoria had just come out of gruelling 
heatwaves, shocking air quality and horror bushfires. “We 
thought we’d never see anything this bad ever again,” 
Andrew says. Then COVID-19 hit.  Since then, there have 
been more twists and turns than on a rollercoaster ride. 

Across Tasmania and Victoria, there have been a series of 
lockdowns, flip-flopping between stages two, three and the 
current Stage Four restrictions, each with their own sets of 
rules around isolation, visitors to our aged care facilities, 
and services to home-based clients.
Here the full story in Crosslight by clicking the link below
unitingwell covid response
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This week we 
have “Sultans of Swing” from a 
very underrated group, Dire 
Straits.  They were a British rock 
band formed in London in 1977 by 
Mark Knopfler (lead vocals and 
lead guitar), David Knopfler 
(rhythm guitar and backing vocals), 
John Illsley (bass guitar and 
backing vocals), and Pick Withers 
(drums and percussion). They 
were active from 1977 to 1988 
and again from 1991 to 1995. Dire 
Straits are one of the world's 
best-selling music artists, with 
album sales of over 100 million.

Their first single, "Sultans of 
Swing", from their 1978 self-titled 
debut album, reached the top ten 
in the UK and US charts. It was 
followed by hit singles including 
"Romeo and Juliet" (1981), 
"Private Investigations" (1982), 
"Twisting by the Pool" (1983), 
"Money for Nothing" (1985), and 
"Walk of Life" (1985). Their most 
commercially successful album, 
Brothers in Arms (1985), has sold 
more than 30 million copies; it 
was the first album to sell a 
million copies on compact disc, 
and is the eighth-bestselling album 
in UK history. According to the 
Guinness Book of British Hit 
Albums, Dire Straits have spent 
over 1,100 weeks on the UK 
albums chart, the fifth most of all 
time. 
cont page 3

. Quote of the Week for Tough Times 

"If you can’t fly, then run, If you can’t run, then walk, If 
you can’t walk, then crawl, but whatever you do, you 
have to keep moving forward." - Martin Luther King Jr.

https://crosslight.org.au/2020/10/07/how-agewell-has-kept-residents-safe-from-covid-19/
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Do Yourself a Favour cont. Dire Straits' sound draws from various influences including country, folk, the 
blues rock of J. J. Cale, and jazz. Their stripped-down sound contrasted with punk rock and demonstrated a 
roots rock influence that emerged from pub rock. There were several changes in personnel, with Mark 
Knopfler and Illsley being the only consistent members. After disbanding once again in 1995, Knopfler 
launched his solo career full-time. Dire Straits won four Grammy Awards, three Brit Awards (Best British 
Group twice), two MTV Video Music Awards, and various other awards. 
They were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2018.
When Dire Straits was inducted in the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 
2018, Knopfler refused to perform or even attend the ceremony. He 
later said he was too busy working on the album Down The Road 
Wherever, released in November of the same year.  
After the overwhelming burden of the band's success, Mark 
Knopfler found more pleasure in his solo career.
The band name referred to its members' initial financial situation. The 
record companies showed no interest until legendary radio DJ Charlie 
Gillett played a Dire Straits demo tape in his Honky Tonk BBC show, a 
track called "Sultans of Swing." Even before the last bar had been played, 
several record labels called the station to find out who had written the song. Dire Straits’ standing as MTV 
megalords belied the absurdly humble origins of Sultans Of Swing. Singer/guitarist Mark Knopfler had 
written it in 1977, after ducking into a deserted pub one rainy night and witnessing a lousy jazz band. 
Undeterred by the lack of both talent and punters, their lead singer finished the set with a mildly 
enthusiastic, “Goodnight and thank you. We are the Sultans Of Swing.” Their 1978 debut album, Dire 
Straits, was an international success, establishing the band's trademark sound marked by the frontman's 
unique fingerpicking and a laconic singing style unmistakably influenced by Bob Dylan.

After the overwhelming burden of the band's success, Mark Knopfler found more pleasure in his solo 
career.
So far, he has released nine solo albums, and he's hinted that the current album could be his last — his 
back hurts and his eyesight isn't getting any better, either, he says.
Knopfler never made a secret of appreciating peace and quiet. The headbands he used to wear on stage 
not only kept the sweat out of his eyes; when he took them off after the show, nobody would recognize 
him anymore. While many superstars spent the 1980s more time in detox than in the studio, he stayed 
away from excesses and scandals.
In 2006 in London, Knopfler opened British Grove, a recording studio where he records his own albums, 
and which is also used by the likes of Eric Clapton, Duffy, the Rolling Stones and various orchestras. Mark 
Knopfler lives a secluded life in London with his third wife and their two daughters. He is a slow person, 
he says of himself; he takes his time walking, thinking, reacting, and he avoids stress.
Do Yourself a Favour and listen to Dire Straits first big hit that opened the 
way for them in the 80's
Sultans of Swing

And if you are really keen to do yourself a Double Favour you could do a lot 
worse than listening to 
walk of life

                                                                                        Mark Knopfler 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0ffIJ7ZO4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kd9TlGDZGkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0ffIJ7ZO4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kd9TlGDZGkI
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Ray’s Reflection (cont)  Enraged by their 
actions he unleashes an army. Before we 
know it, the murderers themselves are 
murdered, and a city (presumably the king’s 
own city!) is a pile of smoldering ash (verse 7). 
But it gets weirder still. With our heads still 
spinning, we learn that the dinner is still on 
(verse 8)! Now the invitations go out again, 
this time to commoners on the “main streets” 
of the (destroyed?) city (verse 9). Apparently, 
while soldiers pillaged and slashed -- all the 
while as great flames devoured the buildings 
outside the palace walls -- little oil burners 
toiled away silently under the sumptuous 
dishes in the great hall, keeping the meal hot 
for the eventual guests! 

In other words, this is not a realistic story.  It is 
cartoonish violence. How to make sense of 
this parable? It has been constructed by 
Matthew as an allegory of salvation history. At 
the end of the first century, Matthew’s 
community finds itself in conflict with the 
synagogue down the street, and this story is a 
tool for thinking about the meaning of that 
conflict. 
Note that this is not a matter of “Christians vs. 
Jews” -- that kind of thinking would come later 
-- but a conflict within Judaism. Matthew and 
his community understood themselves as 
faithful Jews who had responded to God’s 
summons to the kingdom banquet offered in 
honor of God’s Messiah, Jesus. But others 
had inexplicably rejected the great invitation, 
ignoring or persecuting both the prophets of 
old, and the new missionaries of this good 
news 
at this point in the family conflict, Matthew is 
willing to say that God not only rejects those 
cousins and kin of his that rejected Jesus but 
actually sent the Romans to destroy the 
Temple as punishment (a conclusion not 
uncommon to Matthew, but intensified in this 
parable). But before we decide that this is just 
Matthew working out some rhetorical violence 
against opponents, and assuring his own 
community that they are on the right side of 
salvation history, we should read the story to 
the end: a chilling finale is coming, and it’s a 
doozy. 

With the party in full swing, the king enters the 
banquet hall and moves among the guests. To 
his dismay, he finds that one of them is not 
dressed properly. “Friend,” he says, “how did 
you get in here without a wedding robe” (verse 
12)? And receiving no satisfactory answer, he 
has the poor guy bound and thrown out -- not 
just outside the hall, but into “the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” (verse 13). With “friends” 
like that, who needs enemies? 
Within the world of the story as told, the 
problem with this guy is not that he is not 
taking things seriously enough. No, his 
problem is a failure to party. The kingdom of 
heaven (verse 2) is a banquet, after all, and 
you’ve got to put on your party dress and get 
with the action. The kingdom music is playing, 
and it's time to get up on the dance floor. And 
so this king is surveying a whole wedding hall 
full of festive partying. And only one guy 
stands out from the crowd. It messes up the 
whole scene. “You turkey, what are you doing 
in here without a tux?” 
 
But he just sits there, in silent, sullen 
desperation, and even though he was an 
insider, he ends up on the outside; once again 
in exaggerated fashion, bound hand and foot 
and thrown into outer darkness. Judgment 
falls down like thunder on those who bring it 
down on themselves by rejecting the way out 
of it. Hell is where we are when we will not 
accept that we are accepted. When we stand 
outside clutching our own goodness, our own 
petty little virtues, our miserable little airs and 
graces, while the party rages. Hell is for the 
sweet, good, well groomed silent majority who 
play it safe and cherish their dignity rather 
than risk the party. 
 
But we can’t end on such a down-beat note. 
The main point of this and all the party 
parables is this: “All is prepared, the time is 
now, come to the party. Everything you need 
will be supplied, there is no charge, it’s all free. 
All you need is the desire to have a good time 
and the willingness to come right now. So 
come on in and party. It just wouldn’t be the 
same without you.”


