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Bible Readings for
May 10

Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

Reflection from Ray 
 The gospel passage for this 
week contains a famous verse 
about Jesus being the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. What does it 
mean that to say, “Jesus is the 
way”? It pushes beyond simply 
asking the question about 
whether someone adheres to 
the right doctrine, uses the 
right words, follows the correct 
creed.  we assume if Jesus is 
The Way we will want to follow, 
so we should ask,  “How did 
Jesus treat people”?  If he who 
broke through unassailable 
social and religious barriers is 
the way then what sense does 
it make to be excluding people 
in his name? If I am inclusive it 
is not in the first instance 
because I think it is a good 
idea to be inclusive, or I am 
embarrassed not to be 
inclusive. No, it is because 
Jesus in his lifetime seemed to 
constantly be “going out of his 
way” (or is it “into his way”?!) 
and paying a heavy personal 
price to include all in the vast 
love of God. And so the 
Christian position is that Jesus 
embodies, or incarnates we say, 
in our human flesh the heart of 
God. 
(cont on page 4) 

A Word from Fiona 
Greetings all.  

This week I want to let you know 
about the “School Strike 4 Climate” 
that’s coming up next Friday 
supported by the Australian Religious 
Response to Climate Change 
(ARRCC). What has this got to do with 
mental health you might ask? Well, 
when we’re feeling lonely, helpless 
and disconnected, coming together to 
support a cause we care about can be 
a really important way of reminding 
us of all the good we can still do in 
God’s world. And joining our voices 
with others who care for the Earth 
reminds us of the blessings that are 
ever present in God’s good creation – 
even when we feel isolated from 
them. So if you’d like to get involved, 
here are some details. Do feel free to 
contact me for further information. 

May 15 Online Climate Strike 

The ARRCC are a multi-faith network 
committed to action on climate change 

(cont on page 5) 
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Do Yourself  

A 

Favour 

COVID-19 Cartoon of the Week 

 

No Presbytery News letter 

Heather Loader, the secretary of Port 
Phillip West Presbytery has advised that 
things have got away from them a bit this 
week dealing with other urgent matters 
and there will be no Presbytery news-
letter this week.  They hope to be back in 
production next week. 
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Having a look at this week’s 
submissions of recommended  
films, books, recipes, walks etc I 
can quickly see there were…. 
none.  So I will just continue with 
my personal choice of YouTube 
songs and musicians.  And this 
week one of the all time great 
singer/songwriters… Leonard 
Cohen.  Most singer’s voices 
don’t age well.  You go back to 
their hey day and listen to their 
earlier work and it has a 
freshness and vitality that the 
later limited range version just 
cannot match.  Leonard Cohen 
is the exception.  His voice 
mellowed and developed and 
the half sung, half spoken style 
suited it well. Song choice… I 
could have taken the lazy way 
and simply 
told you all to 
do yourself a 
favour and 
watch his 
most famous 
song, 
“Hallelujah”.  
You would not 
be the first 
person however as just the 
version from Live in London has 
been viewed  155,334,171 
times.   (cont p. 3) 

There has been a lot of commentary about looking after 
vulnerable older people during the COVID-19 crisis.  Which is 

good, but what we may overlook in that is the contribution, 
resilience and creativity of older people.  I have heard about 
people embracing new technology in order to communicate 

with family members and here is a quote from the Secretary of 
theNE Victoria Presbytery.  

…(A) positive is learning from the older people in our church, 
who have wisdom and experience that we all need to listen to. 
We think they are vulnerable, but they also have an immense 

amount of strength that we can also draw on at this time.
Tanya Walker
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Leonard Norman Cohen CC GOQ 
(September 21, 1934 – November 7, 
2016) was a Canadian singer, songwriter, 
poet, and novelist. His work explored 
religion, politics, isolation, depression, 
sexuality, loss, death and romantic 
relationships. Cohen was inducted into the 
Canadian Music Hall of 
Fame, the Canadian 
Songwriters Hall of Fame, 
and the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame. He was invested 
as a Companion of the 
Order of Canada, the 
nation's highest civilian 
honour. 

Cohen pursued a 
career as a poet and 
novelist during the 
1950s and early 1960s; 
he did not launch a 
music career until 1967, 
at the age of 33. His 
first album, Songs of 
Leonard Cohen (1967), 
was followed by three 
more albums of folk 
music. Perhaps Cohen's most famous 
song, "Hallelujah", was first released on 
his studio album Various Positions in 
1984. I'm Your Man in 1988 marked 
Cohen's turn to synthesized productions. 
In 1992, Cohen released its follow-up, The 
Future, which had dark lyrics and 
references to political and social unrest. 

Following a successful string of tours 
between 2008 and 2013, Cohen released 
three albums in the last five years of his 
life: Old Ideas (2012), Popular Problems 

(2014) and You Want It Darker (2016), the 
last of which was released three weeks 
before his death. A posthumous album 
titled Thanks for the Dance was released 
in November 2019, his fifteenth studio 
album.        (From  Wikipedia) 

For this week's selection rather than 
Hallelujah I went for a more recent song, 

“Everybody Knows from 
his 1989 album, “I’m 
your Man”. It was a toss 
up whether the live in 
Dublin version or the 
original album version 
got the nod but in the 
end I went with the 
original. 

Listen to “Everybody 
Knows” by clicking 
below 

https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Lin-
a2lTelg&frags=pl
%2Cwn 

And here is an excellent 
Rolling Stone magazine 

celebrating the life of Leonard Cohen 

https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-
features/leonard-cohen-remembering-the-
life-and-legacy-of-the-poet-of-
brokenness-192994/ 
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Jesus is THE way?

You can click on the link 
above to hear a reflection
by James C Howell, 

Sammi is still very willing to do 
anyone’s shopping or other deliveries 

for people who cannot get out.   
Let Ray know and he will pass the 
information on or call her direct on 

0417 275 073

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLMDFCXZ9Ks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLMDFCXZ9Ks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lin-a2lTelg&frags=pl%2Cwn
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/leonard-cohen-remembering-the-life-and-legacy-of-the-poet-of-brokenness-192994/
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(Ray’s reflection cont from page 1)  
What is God like we ask?  God is like 
Jesus.  Since his life on earth we can 
say God is defined by Jesus, even if not 
confined to Jesus.  God will never be 
outside the character and spirit of 
Jesus. To be a follower of the particular 
person Jesus then does seem to mean 
including the universal love of God.  

It is important to always look at the 
context of a bible verse.  Particularly 
those that are controversial and 
difficult. The context of the saying 
about no-one coming to the Father 
except through Jesus is that Jesus is 
going away; it is a farewell speech to 
the family. It is not addressed to the 
general public.  Rather, he has gathered 
with his grief stricken, confused 
disciples in one last effort to comfort, 
teach, sustain and nurture them.  It is 
not a dispassionate lecture on 
comparative religion.  It is within the 
Christian family and is intimate faith 
and love and confessional language. 

And it is language that takes us into the 
heart of the relationship Jesus had with 
the one he called “Father”.  So here  
we have arrived at the heart of what is 
distinctive about the faith of Jesus and 
those who are called his disciples.  That 
we too can have a share in the 
intimacy, the healing, and the hope of 
that relationship.  So it is that the 
distinctive aspect of Christianity is in 
saying that God in God's own self is 
already a pattern of loving relationship: 
the Trinity of Father, Son and Spirit. 
There is for all eternity a place for us 
to stand. There is not only the Father, 
but the Son and the Spirit. We can step 
into the stream of the divine life by 
clutching on to Christ and being held 
there by the Spirit. It is experience and 

insight that cannot be replaced or 
superseded.  And so John’s gospel says 
Jesus is the way, no-one can come to 
the Father except by Jesus.  No-one 
else has that relationship of absolute 
trust and intimacy; but as we say in the 
baptism liturgy, what is his he shares 
with us. 

What haunts me now is not whether 
faithful Hindus, Muslims, and Jews are 
saved.  Even if this were a concern, 
there’s so much wonderful, beautiful, 
and challenging involved with being a 
Christian to worry too much about 
everyone else’s religion.  Today the 
questions I ask myself today are: 

Am I living the Jesus truth? 

Am I living the Jesus way? 

Am I living the Jesus life? 

     Ray 

Staff Contacts  

Minister: The Rev Ray 
Gormann 
rgormann@bigpond.net.au  
ph 0447 142 425 

Mental Health Ministry 
Co-ordinator:  
The Rev (Deacon) Fiona Botcher 
feigh.b@gmail.com 
ph 0421 027 467 

Sunshine Youth Space 
Co-ordinator: Samita Rai 
sunshineyouthcoordinator@gmail.com 
ph 0497 423 293 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Pop up stall 
 
Buy local zines and pretty succulents for Mother's Day at  the pop up stall 
outside Sunshine Youth Space - 28 Withers st, Sunshine this Friday May 8 
(5.00pm-6.30pm) and Saturday (1pm to 4pm).  Please bring exact cash or 
deposit directly to  Lily's bank account. All proceeds go to Lily Nguyen 
and you can see more of her works on https://lilynguyenn.weebly.com/
 

If you live on the western suburbs, Sam may be able to do non contact home delivery.

Youth Business Program
 
Sunshine Youth Market was postponed due to Covid-19, Sunshine Youth Space is still keen to 
support young budding entrepreneurs aged between 12-25 by providing advertising platforms. It 
can be as simple as selling paper cranes to good quality second hand clothes and every cent goes 
to them.
 
Sports equipment for hire
 
Although Sunshine Youth Space is currently closed, some sports equipment are still available for 
free hire to be used at home. 

If anyone would like to buy the Zines or succulents, or even have a 
(contactless) stall at the front 
of your house let Sam know. 

A Word from Fiona (cont from page 1) 

May 15 Online Climate Strike 

 
The ARRCC are a multi-faith network committed to action on climate change and they 
are asking all people of faith to do three things 

1. If you use social media, take a photo of yourself holding up a hand-held sign in 
support and post this on social media in the lead-up to the day  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https://lilynguyenn.weebly.com/
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2. Come to a multi faith nationwide online service on the day at 10am (see website 
for more details, link below)  

3. Attend the strike activities organised by the school students themselves. 

If you would like to know more about how you can get involved, visit the ARRCC 
website: 
https://www.arrcc.org.au/strike  

or contact me for more information (or even just for a chat!). 
May the beauty and wonder of God’s good creation touch your heart through these 
strange times. Love and peace, Fiona 
Phone: 0421 067 467, Email: feigh.b@gmail.com 

Good news below as our congregation would really have struggled 
through this period with the loss of both offerings and rental income. 

The Synod has qualified for the 
JobKeeper payments, with the first 
payment occurring on April 30. 
Last month, the Federal Government 
announced a $130 billion JobKeeper 
payment to help keep more Australians in 
jobs and support businesses and 
organisations, including Not-for 
Profits, affected by the significant 
economic impact caused by 
COVID-19. 
About 6 million eligible workers 
will receive a fortnightly payment 
of $1500 (before tax) from the 
Australian Taxation Office, 
through their employer. This 
means that the first $1500 per fortnight of 
the wages and salaries of eligible 
employees is subsidised by the 
government. 

The payment ensures eligible employers 
remain connected to their workforce and 
will help businesses restart quickly when 
the crisis is over. This is a temporary 
arrangement, effective from March 30 until 
September 27, 2020, with the first 
payments due to start as of the beginning 
of May. 

Synod’s Ministries and Operations have 
been liaising with Assembly and all other 
Synods of the Uniting Church since the 
government announced support packages 
for organisations impacted by the 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

As of April 24, Ministers and 
people in placement positions 
can be included in the 
JobKeeper scheme. 

On May 6th, The Australian Tax 
Office issued a new Jobkeeper 
form for ‘religious 
practitioners’. Every religious 
practitioner  who completed the 

previous form is required complete an 
updated version of the JobKeeper 
nomination form – JobKeeper religious 
practitioner nomination notice. 

The ATO have advised that it is essential 
that everyone who completed the previous 
form completes the new form. 
As the registered employer, Synod will 
receive the funding from the ATO. This 
must then be paid directly to staff as part 
of their salary payment, or directly into 
congregational accounts to pay staff. It 
cannot be retained.
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