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Doesn’t life change fast in this COVID-19 
environment! 

 In the space of 3 weeks we have gone from being 
on the verge of having 50 people allowed in 
worship to having lockdowns in some of the 
suburbs where our members live. 

 If you live within any of the following suburbs,
you may only leave home for:
■  Going to work or school (including higher
education) if this cannot be done from home
■  Care or care giving Daily exercise
■  Buying food and other essentials (including
medical)
The postcodes/suburbs to which the stay-at-home 
order now applies  (as at Friday July 3) are:
■ 3012  Brooklyn, Kingsville, Maidstone,
Tottenham and West Footscray
■3021  Albanvale, Kealba, Kings Park, St Albans
 3032 Ascot Vale, High Point City, Maribyrnong
and Travencore
■  3038 Keilor Downs, Keilor Lodge,
Taylors Lakes and Watergardens
■  3042 Airport West, Keilor Park and Niddrie
■  3046 Glenroy, Hadfield and Oak Park
■  3047 Broadmeadows, Dallas and Jacana
■  3055 Brunswick South, Brunswick West,
Moonee Vale and Moreland West
■  3060 Fawkner
■  3064 Craigieburn, Donnybrook, Mickleham,
Roxburgh Park and Kalkallow 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Bible Readings for
July 5, 2020

Genesis 24:34-38,
42-49,58-67
Psalm 45:10-17
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Reflection from Ray
We continue reading 
through the opening book 
of the bible – Genesis.  
Much of Genesis is taken 
up with the story of one 
family.  The patriarchs 
we sometimes call them – 
to give them their 
names... Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob.  And the 
matriarchs, Sarah, 
Rebekah and Rachel and 
Leah.  You probably 
remember the origin of 
this clan, when God 
called Abraham to leave 
his birth country, his 
family, and God promised 
to bless him mightily, to 
give many descendants 
and through them to 
bless and guide the 
nations. This is the next 
chapter in the unfolding 
story of God’s promise 
being given, stuttering 
and stalling.  The 
message for the reader, 
modern or ancient, of 
Genesis is that through 
all these events nothing 
and no-one is able to 
impede the progress and
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Do 

Yourself      

a  

Favour 
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Continuing on with our series 
of Aussie artists.  And today 
there is a (very small 
admittedly) connection with 
myself and the artist. Renee 
Geyer was having a launch of 
her 1975 album “Ready to 
Deal” at the Mitre Tavern 
where I worked as an 
apprentice chef.  During the 
evening Renee strolled into the 
kitchen for some personalised 
tasty morsels we were serving 
and I nervously said hello.  
Impressed with my witty 
repartee she came back later 
in the evening with an 
autographed copy of the album. 
I kept it for many years, lugging 
it around as part of my record 
collection but it either got 
given to my buddy David 
Brown or got left with a whole 
lot of others on the nature 
strip when I left the St Kilda 
manse. 

Renée Rebecca Geyer (born 
11 September 1953)is an 
Australian singer who has long 
been regarded as one of the 
finest exponents of jazz, soul 
and R&B idioms. She had 
commercial success as a solo 
artist in Australia, with "It's a 
Man's Man's World", "Heading 
in the Right Direction" and 
"Stares and Whispers" in the 
1970s and "Say I Love You" in 
the 1980s.  Geyer has also 
been an internationally 
respected and  (cont. page 4)

Direct Deposit Offerings 

Thanks to those people who have been making use of the 
Direct Deposit Facility to make their weekly offerings.  It is 
much appreciated during this difficult period when the 
congregation’s income from both offerings and rental 
income has dropped. If you are able you can make your 
offering by a direct electronic transfer using the 
Congregation’s BSB 083437 and Account No 515591719

Synod is on the Move 

The Uniting Church Synod of Victoria and 
Tasmania is about to move into their new home - 
to be known as Wesley place on the same site as 

Wesley church in Lonsdale St in the city. Read 
about it on page 4. 
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Reflection from Ray (cont from page 1) 

faithfulness of God who is known to be present 
throughout directing, weaving, leading, calling, 
confronting. The death of Abraham’s wife and 
Isaac’s mother – Sarah – has just been told in Gen 
23.  Maybe the blokes, Abraham and Isaac, are 
feeling the loss, the cavernous gap not just in 
their lives of this towering matriarch. That 
happens in families, in organisations.  But the 
reality is while we miss someone deeply, time 
will not stop for us, people continue to live, 
grow, marry and have children. Interestingly 
commentators are not quite sure who is the hero 
of the story – Abraham who sends the loyal 
servant who actually figures more than anyone, 
to the land of his brother  Bethuel,  and 
Bethuel’s wife, Milcah and their son Laban.  
There the faithful servant meets a woman who it 
turns out is Rebekah who is as bold and 

adventurous in her willingness to leave her country and folk as previously Abraham 
himself was.  Or is the silent and shadowy hero Isaac who barely appears but whose 
presence is over the whole story.  Or even Sarah whose death has created a vacuum 
that now needs to be filled? Or even God who directs all these    
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Staff Contacts 

Minister: The Rev Ray
Gormann
rgormann@bigpond.net.au 
ph 0447 142 425

Mental Health Ministry
Co-ordinator: 
The Rev (Deacon) Fiona Botcher
feigh.b@gmail.com
ph 0421 027 467

Sunshine Youth Space
Co-ordinator: Samita Rai
sunshineyouthcoordinator@gmail.com
ph 0497 423 293

Do Yourself a Favour (cont from page 1) 
sought-after backing vocalist, whose session credits include work with Sting Chaka Khan, Toni Childs 
and Joe Cocker. 
Geyer revelled in not quite fitting into anyone else’s box or label they had prepared for her.  And 
positively flaunted this image by calling her autobiography, Confessions of a Difficult Woman.  
Geyer's career began while Australian music was in a juvenile phase, but the Countdown era, with its 
titles like "Queen of Pop", seemed quaint by the 1980s. Geyer astutely moved to the US, to explore 
the soul directions evident in her late-1970s material such as Stares and Whispers, recorded in Los 
Angeles with Motown producer Frank Wilson.
Her hit-making powers were sporadic, but Geyer eventually returned to Australia and claimed the 
stately title, "Australia's Queen of Rhythm and Blues." 

For this week’s “Do Yourself A Favour” clip I have set the bar extremely high and put Renee in elite 
company.  This video puts her version of “It’s a Man Man’s 
World” next to two other luminaries, Etta James and 
the original by James Brown.  I think she holds her 
own! (though it is hard to go past the original!) Listen here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhWijM_HWpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhWijM_HWpQ
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Wesley Place -The facts at a glance 
The decision to move to Wesley Place was made by Synod Standing Committee as far back 
as 2013, with firm commitments made the following year. 

Wesley Place was at that time, and continues to be, a good news story for all involved. 

• Wesley Place has been constructed by Charter Hall on land owned by the Uniting Church, 
based on a 125-year ground lease arrangement. 
• The Uniting Church will occupy the lower four floors of office space in the 130 Lonsdale 
St 
office tower. Most of the remaining floors will be occupied by major corporate tenants, 
including Australian Super, Cbus and Telstra Super. 
• The heritage-listed Wesley Church and buildings have, as part of the development, 
undergone a $20 million restoration, with the ground lease providing a sinking fund to 
maintain the buildings for the next 125 years. 
• Returns on the investment of the proceeds of the sale of 130 Little Collins St will cover 
the rental on the Uniting Church floors of Wesley Place for decades to come. 
• Wesley Place provides the opportunity for all elements of the Uniting Church to come 
together under one roof – Synod Ministries and Operations, Uniting VicTas, Uniting AgeWell, 
U Ethical and even the Wesley congregation. 
• There will be 417 staff working across the four UCA floors, including just over 80 staff in 
Synod Ministries and Operations. 
• Total building occupancy of 130 Lonsdale St will be 5000. 
• Construction has taken three years, with an average of 400 construction workers on site. 
During construction, a 
traineeship program was 
offered in conjunction 
with Uniting, with 
several formerly-
unemployed young 
people going on to find 
work in the construction 
industry. 
• When completed, 
Wesley Place will 
incorporate three office 
buildings – the new 130 
Lonsdale tower, the 
refurbished (existing) 
150 Lonsdale office 
complex, which will 
house the Melbourne offices of the Australian Federal Police, and the yet-to-be-built 140 
Lonsdale, on the site of a former carpark at the rear of 150 Lonsdale St.  

Of course, between all these are the heritage Wesley Church, Caretakers Cottage, 
Schoolhouse, Manse and Nicholas Hall. 

Wesley Place has been built to honour the history of the site, to create an open and 
welcoming environment for the people of Melbourne, including green spaces, community 
hub and amenities. This underscores the Uniting Church’s role as working with the 
communities in which we worship. 

To read more about Wesley Place and to find out all the news of the Uniting Church Synod 
go to the 

synod news letter
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https://unitingchurchinaustraliasynodofvictoriaandtasmania.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/8DC8774DD26009962540EF23F30FEDED/548DE5D25FFD4897E3F69C078CB2DA08

