
The Harvest Sunday, 26 April 2020

                                           

                R.I.P Shirley Hoare 
 

Shirley, you have run the race, fought the fight, kept the 
faith - Now enter into the Rest that is your reward in the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

 Last Tuesday the funeral of Shirley Hoare, our longest serving 
member at Sunshine Uniting was held at our church.  Due to 
restrictions there could only be 10 members of her family 
attending.  

The above photo shows Shirley when she was the Elder at the 
baptism of John Davey a few years ago.  Michael Fejes, who 
brought Shirley to church during her final years of attending 
worship, is also in the photo.  You can read the memories Ray 
put together after speaking to some older members of Shirley 
at the Sunshine Methodist/Uniting church on page 3 and we 
have the funeral recorded and you can watch it online by 
clicking on the link that appears on page 4.

This Week’s 
COVID-19 
illustration 
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Bible Readings for 
April 26, 2020 

Acts 2:1-4a, 36-41 
Psalm 1161-4,12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

————— 
Ray’s Reflection on this 

Week’s Gospel Reading - 
Luke 24:13-35 

The Emmaus Road story 
contrasts with another 
famous encounter with 

the risen Saviour.  Saul of 
Tarsus first met Jesus on 
another road, going in 
another  direction. On 
the Road to Damascus 

Jesus got Saul's attention 
by knocking him to the 

ground. In this story 
Jesus walked along with 
the disciples, warming 

their hearts with 
scripture, and would 

have walked on if they 
had not asked him to 

come in. 

No one here has had a 
conversion exactly like  
Saul/Paul.  Sometimes, 
with some of us, that 
confrontation, that 

shock, is necessary if we 
are to find God at all. 

(cont. p. 6)
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Sam our Youth 
Worker in the 
Sunshine Youth 
Space is working 
from home and on-
line at this time.  
She is encouraging 
and linking people 
together but also is 
aware of the dangers 
of “too much screen 
time”.  She is 
interested in 
recovering some of the earlier activities, games and past-times 
people engaged in pre- internet.  She wants to know how you 
spent your time as a young person?  What board games did 
you play, what hobbies did you have, what did you do after 
school, what did you look forward to doing?

Let her know your responses and she will see what can be 
done to adapt these activities to modern youth.  Her contact 
details are listed in the Staff Contact section of The Harvest.

Going to Worship in These 
COVID-19 Times 

The best way to find an line worship service 
to go to the Synod website which is here -

https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/covid-19-
worship-resources/

and scroll down to “Online Churches” and choose a link at 
your leisure.  The Presbytery News letter also has a list 
churches in our Port Phillip Presbytery which are offering on 
line worship resources
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Do 
Yourself 

a 
Favour 

Last week 
we 

introduced a new column that 
mature aged readers would 
recognise as Molly Meldrum’s 
catch phrase, “Do yourself a 
favour. ”  This was his 
recommendation for which 
music to rush out and buy that 
week.  This column is an 
invitation to readers of  The 
Harvest to make their own 
suggestion of what they have 
been reading/watching/
cooking/listening to in the past 
week and that they wanted to 
recommend to others. 

So let me go to my inbox and 
check what has come in during 
the week…..  umm empty… 
 Which means I can continue in 
the indulgence of putting up 
another  link to one of my 
favourite songs. Don’t worry I 
can outlast this pandemic as I 
reckon I have thousands of 
Youtube videos I could post.   

And this week it is… my all 
time favourite artist.  None 
other than Van the Man, the 
great Van Morrison. Click here 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xgPJtIpQtjo 

 During the lock down, Laura 
my wife, was sorting the CD 
shelves and she commented 
(cont p. 5) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgPJtIpQtjo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgPJtIpQtjo
https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/covid-19-worship-resources/
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Memories of Shirley from Sunshine Uniting  
Shirley Hoare was the longest serving 
member of sunshine Methodist/Uniting.  I am 
pretty confident saying that.  Although she did 
have some other contenders, but I think the 
title was hers.  After all I have heard she came 
to Sunshine when she was 3 years old and 
she lived into her 89th year.  Whatever the 
outcome on the chronology she was  certainly 
one of the most loved. 

There is a little pocket of Sunshine that 
produced the most extraordinary committed 
and gifted contributors to this church and the 
wider community.

The Hoares, Reddies, Bakers, Ollingtons - 
young families that produced treasurers, SS 
teachers, choir members and organists, paid 
workers and volunteers in the Sunshine 
Parish Mission and Tea rooms, fellowship 
members and youth group leaders.

These were extremely vibrant times in the life 
of the church and Shirley and her husband 
Len, and their children, Peter, Allan and 
Leanne were right in the thick of it.   Shirley 
also went to the same school as another 
stalwart of the church, the then Barbara Irvine 
who was a couple of forms lower than Shirley.

Joan Reddie still remembers the day, about 
62 years ago, when the Reddie’s moved into 
the area and when Joan did not know anyone 
in the area, Shirley turned up on the door step 
to welcome them and invite them to the local 
church.

At this point the Hoare’s only had the one 
child, a little 6 months old golden haired Peter 
- Joan still has a lock of that golden curl in her 
photo album. Coincidentally I was at 
theological college with Peter for a few years, 
and his daughter Miriam was in student 
housing program when I was minister at 
Brunswick.  Everyone adored Shirley/Len and 
the the baby at church and as the children 
continued to arrive these families walked 
together with the prams and pushers to 
church every Sunday and to the many other 
social and sporting events.

This was the days of a very large youth group, 
some reports put it at over 100 - very musical, 
putting on musicals which would be taken 
around the state putting on performances.  
Shirley and Len went to quite a few camps as 
camp parents and cooks.  The Youth group 
even had a bus.

Shirley was a wonderful singer and was in the 
choir that sang every Sunday and teamed up 
with a great friend, Thelma Baker, in a very 
highly regarded duo. Shirley was the soprano 
and Thelma the alto.  They are still 
remembered for their favourite item, “Two 
Little Girls Are We”.  There were many other 
musical performances at nursing homes, 
Burnside, St Albans, Christmas concerts and 
visits to other fellowship groups.

Shirley  is famous for her baking of “cup 
cakes’ for the tea rooms.  They were baked 
once or twice a week and donated to the 
Devonshire Tea Rooms. The project was 
initially to raise funds to support the 
employment of a chaplain at Sunshine Tech.

Shirley was a gifted dress maker and on many 
occasions was making the dress of a bride, or 
rescuing a bride from someone’s else botched 
work.

She also served as secretary for the Ladies 
Fellowship for many years, and worked as a 
volunteer at offices of the Mission.

I mentioned earlier it was Shirley who asked 
Joan Reddie to church, and there is a nice 
symmetry to it when the single guy who lived 
at the back of the 3 unit complex at Parson’s 
St started coming to church because of 
Shirley.   This gentleman was in his 90’s, and 
the story goes he had never been baptised.  
Well, we baptised him, and a few years on he 
no longer is able to come to church, but he 
still lives at that rear unit. I rang him during the 
week to inform him Shirley had passed away 
and he was very sad and is filled with deep 
regard for his friend in Christ who led him to 
Sunshine Uniting Church.

The Harvest �3



The Harvest Sunday, 26 April 2020

Other things we could mention about Shirley  - 
a keen gardener, her love and pride in her 
grandkids, and her love for  her little dog 
which she would have to  send out of the 
room when I came to visit as it would go all 
bouncy and happy and make it impossible to 
talk.  Leanne ended up taking the dog when 
Shirley moved into the nursing home.  I think 
unless Shirley was satisfied her dog was 
going to be looked after she never would have 
moved.

Other comments I received from long standing 
members of the church about Shirley -

quiet but got things done, helped everyone, a 
lovely lady, great sense of humour and laugh, 
could get the giggles, always pitched in,  
everyone adored her, wonderful singer.

Click on the link below to watch Shirley’s 
funeral.  It starts at the 20:30 mark so slide 
the button along until you reach that point in 
the video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DhmcO6YZ_ic&feature=share&fbcli
d=IwAR08EJZZQIJ5wQGrCIAPMxba6
RGDKjXWX4l4Oid-
Vp8IgcmW5eDi4DWd9oI

Why is this day special to 

Australians? 

When war broke out in 1914 Australia 
had been a federated nation for only 13 
years, and its government was eager to  

establish a reputation among the 
nations of the world. When Britain 
declared war in August 1914 Australia 
was automatically placed on the side of 
the Commonwealth. In 1915 Australian 
and New Zealand soldiers formed part 
of the expedition that set out to 
capture the Gallipoli peninsula in order 
to open the Dardanelles to the allied 
navies. The ultimate objective was to 
capture Constantinople (now Istanbul), 
the capital of the Ottoman Empire, an 
ally of Germany. 

The Australian and New Zealand forces 
landed on Gallipoli on 25 April, meeting 
fierce resistance from the Ottoman 
Turkish defenders. What had been 
planned as a bold stroke to knock 
Turkey out of the war quickly became a 
stalemate, and the campaign dragged 
on for eight months. At the end of 1915 
the allied forces were evacuated from 
the peninsula, with both sides having 
suffered heavy casualties and endured 
great hardships. More than 8,000 
Australian soldiers had died in the 
campaign. Gallipoli had a profound 
impact on Australians at home, and 25 
April soon became the day on which 
Australians remembered the sacrifice 
of those who died in the war. 

Although the Gallipoli campaign failed 
in its military objectives, the actions of 
Australian and New Zealand forces 
during the campaign left a powerful 
legacy. What became known as the 
“Anzac legend” became an important 
part of the identity of both nations, 
shaping the ways in which they viewed 
both their past and their future. 
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Staff Contacts

Minister: The Rev Ray
Gormann
rgormann@bigpond.net.au 
ph 0447 142 425

Mental Health Ministry
Co-ordinator: 
The Rev (Deacon) Fiona Botcher
feigh.b@gmail.com
ph 0421 027 467

Sunshine Youth Space
Co-ordinator: Samita Rai
sunshineyouthcoordinator@gmail.com
ph 0497 423 293  

(Do Yourself a Favour cont. from page 
2)

“Gee you have a lot of Van Morrison 
CD’s”.  Which it true.  More than any other 
artist.  Dating back to my teenage and 
early adult year. I used to lie in a darkened 
room late at night, or into the early 
morning, playing Astral Weeks, St 
Dominic’s Preview, Moondance and It’s 
Too Late Too Stop Now.  Seeking the 
mystical.  And found it at times.

This week’s “Do Yourself a Favour” 
is track 6   “Listen to The Lion”.

from 1972’s St Dominic’s Preview 

Cover of 
the Album 
St 
Dominic’s 
Preview

And in those nocturnal ruminations I made 
a surprising discovery.  You see I am a 
words man.  Spent my adult life trying to 
create spiritual experiences from words.  I 
am a disciple of the Word made flesh.  I am a 
preacher.  I love words.  But Van taught me 
words certainly can communicate, but they 
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Recently 
we received a 

letter advising that 
Sammy Stamp, the group that 

collects used stamps for the wider 
church, is no longer able to meet at 130 Lt 

Collins in the city.  They will be regrouping at 
Trinity Uniting in Brighton later in the year 

but in the meantime ask that stamps be 
forwarded to  

Margaret and Ian Beaumont 
44a  

Seventh Street 
Parkdale 3195 

email: 
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have a limit.  There is also in the Christian 
tradition the idea that God is beyond human 
words.  

God is that which we can never speak of yet 
which we can never cease talking about.  So in 
this song if you look at the lyrics Van sings it is 
pretty simple.  Listen to the Lion…  but when 
you really do listen you will hear yelps, growls, 
roars, mutterings, exclamations, primeval cries 
of the heart that all come together in a 
primitive mystical experience of…. what?…. 
inner journey, ecstatic utterance? 

Who knows and finally there is no answer, 
just go with Van on the journey, be taken along 
and see where it takes you.                        

Andy Whitman, a Paste reviewer called this 
song, "the quintessential Van Morrison 
moment, the most thrilling and thrillingly 
strange soul music—in all senses of the term
—ever recorded. It's the sound of a man 
casting off all earthly bounds and battering 
down the gates of heaven.”[10]

Ray’s Reflection on the 
Emmaus Story (cont) 
Whatever actual experience may lie 
behind the story, it is now an invitation. 
to join the journey

A nice creative tension develops as 
those ancient disciples, and us modern 
ones,  wander down the road. It arises 
because according to Luke 24:1-12 the 
reports of the women had not convinced the 
disciples. So Luke’s congregations, hearing the 

story, know the resurrection has taken place. 
They (and we) comprehend a good deal more 
about what had happened than those 
characters in the story did.  We want to tell 
them - climb up on stage and whisper what 
we know or shout it! Already the story is 
inviting affirmation.

 This story is clearly one that directs our 
attention and participation to the breaking of 
bread, both in the liturgical setting of Holy 
Communion; but also the meal here in this 
story.  Fellow travellers simply sharing 
hospitality around a dinner table.  And not just 
bread broken and shared but also the Holy 
Scriptures broken open and shared.  In both 
the risen Christ is present, recognized and 
shares himself with us,.  John’s gospel teaches 
that the Holy Spirit is the presence of the 
risen Jesus but today we are reminded this is 
the presence of a Jesus who no longer walks 
with his disciples in a bodily form, no longer 
breaks bread physically present at the table.  
We experience the presence of Jesus, but also 
are acutely aware of the absence of our Lord 
as we await the fullness of the coming of the 
reign of God.  Kind of a COVID-19  “presence 
of the absence” sort of thing!

In the liturgies of many churches,  Holy 
Communion is celebrated explicitly as "a 
foretaste of the feast to come." the purpose 
of a foretaste is not to satisfy one's hunger 
but to make one long for the feast. It seems to 
me that the more often Christians take 
Communion, the more impatient they should 
become. "Enough with the teasers and 
appetisers! I want the feast!" Of course, we 
must be grateful for what we have. Grateful, 

but not satisfied! 
One purpose 
of Communion 
is to feed our 
impatience, 
simultaneously 
reminding us 
of our Lord's 
absence and 
allowing us to 

experience just enough of his presence to 
increase this longing in our souls.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paste_Magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listen_to_the_Lion#cite_note-10

