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BibleReadings for September 
27,2020

Exodus 17:1-7
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

Reflection From Ray

We have been hearing in our 
bible readings recently about 
the grumblers and murmurers 
who were not happy about 
God’s grace being showered 
upon those they consider not 
worthy or not obedient or not 
something or other. 
Situation in the reading from 
Exodus when these recently 
liberated slaves complain to 
Moses about their food, their 
situation.  The grumblers in life 
are never happy, or could say 
at their happiest when found 
something they can whinge 
about.  

God graciously gives these, 
even these, water to not just 
save life (nothing lives without 
water).  Water in the bible 
means more than just 
sustaining physical life, water 
also has a role to replenish, to 
refresh, to  soften those things 
that have grown hard in our 
soul.  We urban dwellers of the 
21st century can easily become 
dried up, and our souls can 
easily shrivel living in our 
aggressive individualistic 
society that seduces us away 
from the ways of the gospel. 
(cont page 4)

There are a couple of items of news to update you all 
with. 

First, in good news Uniting is resuming distributing 
food parcels from our Sunshine site.  I still get one or 
two enquiries a week from people seeking assistance.  
I presume they are looking up Sunshine and Uniting in 
Google and coming up with the congregation and my 
mobile number.  All I can do is direct them to Uniting 
outlet in Footscray.  But now, on Thursday and Friday 
mornings only food parcels can be picked up.  This is 
an appointment only service, and people will have to 
get their parcels from the back yard. People interested 
in accessing this service should ring 9311 5900 and 
leave a message if no-one is there to answer. 

Because our site will be back in action a COVID plan is 
required - which Uniting will produce.  This will be 
usual social distancing, masks, 
sanitiser that we have become 
used to.  There will also be a sign-
in book where all visitors to the 
site (including congregational 
members) will need to fill in their 
contact details. 

In other news there will be another 
Zoom social get together for any 
people who wish to see a smiling face from the 
congregation and say hello.  Simon will have some 
quirky questions for us to ponder and have a bit of fun 
with. The suggestion is you also have something for 
afternoon tea to munch to go with your tea or coffee. 
The meeting will be on Sunday October 4 at 2.30pm.To 
drop in to the meeting click on the link below 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83929547442 

The Church Council is continuing to work with a 
couple of tradespeople to get the Audio Visual system 
installed so that when we resume worship services 
things may well look quite different in the way we use 
sound and visuals in our worship. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83929547442
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83929547442
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We will make this week’s artist 
the last in our current series of 
female vocalists. I am sure there 
will be other top quality female 
singers down the track, but not 
part of this series.  

 This week a much under rated 
British singer from the Swinging 
Sixties…Wikipedia writes… 
Dusty Springfield. 
Mary Isobel Catherine 
Bernadette O'Brien  (16 April 
1939 – 2 March 1999), 
professionally known as Dusty 
Springfield, was an English pop 
singer and record producer 
whose career extended from 
the late 1950s to the 1990s.  
With her distinctive mezzo-
soprano sound, she was an 
important singer of blue-eyed 
soul and at her peak was one 
of the most successful British 
female performers, with six top 
20 singles on the US Billboard 
Hot 100 and sixteen on the UK 
Singles Chart from 1963 to 
1989.She is a member of the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
and UK Music Hall of Fame. 
International polls have named 
Springfield among the best 
female rock artists of all time. 
Her image, supported by a 
peroxide blonde bouffant 
hairstyle, evening gowns, and 
heavy make-up, as well as her 
flamboyant performances, 
made her an icon of the 
Swinging Sixties. 

cont page 3 

News From Sunshine Youth Space 

Sam, our co-ordinator of our Youth 
Centre, has been able to keep things 
moving during lockdown.  She has 
been hard at it, developing a new 
website which looks fantastic.  She 
has put it up but will continue to 
work on improvements over the 

next couple of months. 
 Check it out by clicking below
new youth space website

She has also signed on behalf of Sunshine Youth 
Space an open letter to the Prime Minister calling 
for a greater commitment to the funding of building 
social housing as part of the road to economic 
recovery.  As we are aware homelessness can 
impact significantly upon families and youth.  Here is 
the link to this campaign
https://everybodyshome.com.au/open-letter/

Do  
Yourself 
A 
Favour

Presbytery of Port Phillip Prayer points for this 
week

 We pray for... 
Those still in lockdown in Greater Melbourne: May God 
sustain you and give you peace and hope that there will be 
an end to this situation. 
Those people who have lost loved ones and had to navigate 
Covid restrictions and border closures: May the Spirit and 
the body of Christ bring you comfort and support at this 
time. 
Those people in regional places who now that restrictions 
have been relaxed, are still very fearful of going out and 
about: May you know that the as 2 Timothy 1: 7 says ‘God 
has not given us the spirit of fear but of power and love and 
self-control.’ May you have courage to step out in safe and 
secure ways. 
Those people who are on jobseeker who are having their 
payments cut this week: May you be able to cope with this 
reduction and to have the resilience and energy to keep 
trying to find work within this difficult time. 
Those congregations across the presbytery who are 
undertaking mission studies to discern their future with 
property, ministry and mission. 
All of us as we continue to seek to live lives which reflect the 
extravagant grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Narelle Collas

https://sunshineyouthcoord.wixsite.com/website
https://sunshineyouthcoord.wixsite.com/website
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Mental Health Matters
by the Rev Fiona Botcher (Deacon)

If I had to summarise my ministry in one word it would be “connection”, 
particularly in this time of Covid and isolation. Connection has been a mixed 
blessing for many of us, suffering from “Zoom fatigue” as we jump from one 
virtual meeting to another. 
Connection is at the core of mission, now more than ever. At Sunshine Hospital visitations are 
heavily restricted and there are currently no visitors allowed in the mental health wards. 
The reaction from the patients has been mixed. Some appear indifferent; as long as someone 
can still drop off essentials they’re fine. For others the restrictions have been a relief, as face-
to-face meetings with family and friends can be fraught. Many others have been turning to their 
fellow patients, regular community activities and staff, and of course, pastoral care for support 
and connection. 
Significant isolation is not a new experience for many living with mental illness and there’s no 
one-size-fits-all solution to helping people feel and stay connected. 
We are being asked to think more creatively and imaginatively about meaningful 
connection like never before. And this feels like the very heart of mission: finding and 
facilitating meaning and understanding in our being together in community.  

Born in West Hampstead in London to a family that enjoyed music, Springfield learned to sing at 
home. In 1958 she joined her first professional group, The Lana Sisters, and two years later formed a 
pop-folk vocal trio, The Springfields, with her brother Tom Springfield, and Tim Feild. They became 
the UK's top selling act. Her solo career began in 1963 with the upbeat pop hit "I Only Want to Be 
with You". Among the hits that followed were "Wishin' and Hopin' " (1964), "I Just Don't Know What to 
Do with Myself" (1964), "You Don't Have to Say You Love Me" (1966), and "Son of a Preacher 
Man" (1968). Springfield brought many little-known soul singers to the attention of a wider UK record-
buying audience by hosting the first national TV performance of many top-selling Motown artists 
beginning in 1965. Partly owing to these efforts, a year later she became the best-selling female 
singer in the world and topped a number of popularity polls, including Melody Maker's Best 
International Vocalist. Although she was never considered a Northern Soul artist in her own right, her 
efforts contributed a great deal to the formation of the genre as a result.She was the first UK singer to 
top the New Musical Express readers' poll for Female Singer. 

To boost her credibility as a soul artist, Springfield went to Memphis, 
Tennessee, to record Dusty in Memphis, an album of pop and soul 
music with the Atlantic Records main production team. Released in 
1969, it has been ranked among the greatest albums of all time by the 
US magazine Rolling Stone and in polls by VH1 artists, New Musical 
Express readers, and Channel 4 viewers. The album was also 
awarded a place in the Grammy Hall of Fame and in March 2020 the 
US Library of Congress added it to the National Recording Registry, 
which preserves audio recordings considered to be "culturally, historically or aesthetically significant". 

Despite its current recognition, the album did not sell well and after relocating to America following its 
release, she experienced a career slump which lasted several years. However, in collaboration with 
Pet Shop Boys, she returned to the Top 10 of the UK and US charts in 1987 with "What Have I Done 
to Deserve This?". Two years later, she had two other UK hits on her own with "Nothing Has Been 
Proved" and "In Private". Since her death, Springfield has been widely commended as the leading 
British soul singer of the twentieth century. I Just Don't Know What to Do by Dusty Springfield

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpsDE6KCY9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpsDE6KCY9s
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Reflection From Ray cont from page 1 

Jesus talks about the living water that 
springs from within.  The Holy Spirit. 
John 4:14 but whoever drinks the water I 
give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water 
I give them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” 

The grumblers show up again in the gospel 
in the form of the pharisees, the priests, the 
interpreters of the law, they who are in 
charge of the religious system of the day 
and will never want to give up their power 
and authority.  And so they question  Jesus, 
not to find out more about him and his 
teachings but to challenge them, to 
denounce him and his teachings.  So they 
ask him about the source of his authority.  
by what authority do you teach? 

Even after he has challenged the religious 
leaders with his counter question about 
where did John the Baptist gain his authority 
Jesus doesn’t drop the conversation. He 
goes on with a short parable. We have one 
father and two sons. When the father orders 
the one son to go to cut the lawn, he replies, 
“Forget it, I’ve got plans, things to do, 
people to see. Mow the lawn yourself!” But 
then, sometime after his father walks away 
looking rather wounded, the young man’s 
conscience gets the better of him. So he 
changes out of his cool hipster clothes, 
throws on his overalls, and heads out to the 
garage to get the mower out. Meanwhile the 
father has approached his other son and 
made the same request. “You got it, Dad! I’m 
on my way!” The father walks away from this 
exchange feeling good that at least one of 
his boys knows how to treat his old man 
with respect. But then, unbeknownst to the 
father, this boy high-tails it over to the mall 
to spend some time with his friends and so 
never does mow the lawn. 

“Which son would you rather have?” Jesus 
asks. “Who really did what his father 

wanted?” The answer is obvious, so the 
chief priests give it, but the meaning of it all 
was a little less clear, so Jesus spells it out 
for them. John the Baptist really had come 
from God and, as such, he really did tell 
people what God wanted them to do. The 
people who looked like lowlifes and spiritual 
losers–the folks who had, by all outward 
appearances, said “No” to God–they ended 
up coming around to God’s message after 
all. They admitted their sins, let John baptize 
them, and so did what God wanted in the 
end. 

But there were others in Israel who had for 
so long been saying “Yes” to God outwardly 
yet ultimately didn’t follow through. They 
looked like fine and upstanding children of 
God. They dressed right. Said all the right 
things. Made all the right promises. But 
when push came to shove (as surely it did 
when John the Baptist confronted everyone 
with his fiery message of repentance), these 
same folks turned away from God.   Their 
former “Yes” was undercut by their having 
said “No” at what turned out to be the 
pivotal point in God’s plan of salvation. 

When you say “Yes” to God the Father, 
Jesus claims, you are simultaneously saying 
“Yes” to the least, last, lost, and lonely 
people God holds dear. So if you say “Yes” 
to God but then focus only on your own 
piety or on other people who are already just 
as religious as you are, then you are 
essentially being like the son who said all 
the right things when Dad asked but who 
turned right around and did nothing that the 
father really wanted.


