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  While we cannot meet in person at the Sunshine Uniting    
building to worship the risen Saviour, let each and everyone of 

us join in the triumphant declaration made at the 
commencement of Easter Sunday worship.  The cry goes 
up,  “He is Risen” and like a mighty wave crashing against 
the shores come the exultant response, “He is Risen 
Indeed!  We have not ceased to be the Body of Christ, 
nor Sunshine Uniting Church.   

And as people of Resurrection we look forward confidently, 
knowing our Lord has already overcome the worst Death 
can deal out. We look forward because on that first Easter 
morning Jesus was not content to just sit between the two 
piles of cloths in his dark and empty tomb.  He had already 
outgrown it.  No, he was up and out and about.  And in 
those first meetings with the disciples not once does 
anything he says point his followers backwards – 
everything is the future – go forward from here. Where we 
too must meet him. Easter is not about an empty tomb, but 
a man who we may not recognise at first, but whose life 
flows from God, says our name to us and calls us to 
himself.  (cont. page 4) 

Here is the 2020 Christ Candle, waiting patiently on our 
Communion Table until we can gather again and light it with our 
gathering sentence from John’s gospel, “The light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness has not overcome it”.
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Bible Readings for

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

Bible Readings for 
Easter Sunday

Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3: 1-4
John 20:1-18
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A New Way of “Going to 
Church” for Easter

A lot of Uniting Churches are doing “live streaming” of their 
Sunday worship services and you are
encouraged to go on-line (or watch it later). The best way 
to find out which congregations in our State you
can “go to church” at is to go to the Synod web site by 
clicking the link below

https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/covid-19-worship-
resources/

then scroll down to “Online Churches”.  

I worshipped at both Brunswick Uniting and Glen Waverley 
Uniting last Sunday and later in the day listened to the 
sermon from Wesley in the city.  Not exactly the same as 
being there in person, but we all have to make adjustments 
don’t we?  Glen Waverley in particular had a pretty 
professional looking on-line worship service.

 Port Phillip West Congregations 
offering on-line worship options: 
Brunswick Uniting is offering Live streaming every 
Sunday from 9:30 pm. Go to their website The link has a 
button on the main page which takes people to the 

YouTube site. Dave Hall at Brunswick has just run a 
children’s Easter workshops on zoom using Godly 
Play. 
Belmont Geelong Rev Ikani Vaitohi leads . hour 
service worship with a guitar music and the youth 
leading singing. Click here for further information. 
Ocean Grove is offering Sunday worship at 10am 
on Zoom.us meeting ID to access is 228-583-607. 
East Geelong has Rev Amanda Nicholas leading 
worship on Facebook from her manse. 
Wesley Geelong has a YouTube channel you can 
subscribe to Rev. Tupe Ioelu sermon and guitar led 
music. Please click here to view the channel. 
Western Heights Geelong is offering Rev Avril 
Hanna Jones 5 min sermon online at vimeo. This 

site includes a Messy Church on-line option. 
Newtown St David’s Geelong Rev. Will Nicholas live 
streams at 10.00am each Sunday to Facebook. 
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The Harvest
Things are evolving week by 
week with our news sheet - and 
know we have a name.  There are 
two references in the name “The 
Harvest”. First Jesus mentions 
harvest a few times -

Luke 10:2
And He told them, "The harvest 
is plentiful, but the workers are 
few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers 
into His harvest.

John 4:35
Do you not say, 'There are still 
four months until the harvest'? I 
tell you, lift up your eyes and look 
at the fields, for they are ripe for 
harvest.

This speaks of our desire to be 
an outward looking community, 
but also one that gathers people 
into the Reign of God.

The second reference is a more 
local one.  You can probably 
guess!  The Sunshine Harvester. 

Produced by Mackay it really set 
the suburb of Sunshine going.  
Our congregation logo, in both 
its forms, picks up the sunburst 
image and gives it a modern twist. 
Welcome to “The Harvest’

https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/covid-19-worship-resources/
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With no worship services at the moment 
our congregation is going to have a 

major reduction in income, due to no 
offerings being received.  We do get 

rental income for the conference centre 
(Silver Chain), the kinder (Brimbank 

Council) and Uniting at the Sunshine and Deer Park sites.  However 
we have already received a request for a temporary rent reduction so 

even rental income may be impacted during this period.  Some 
members of the congregation  may have their income reduced and 

may not be able to keep making their offerings but if you are able to 
maintain offerings in some way it will really help the church to keep 

going. 

One way of making offerings is to do a direct deposit into the church 
account.  

It is NAB BSB 083-437 Account No 51-559-1719. 

And the suggestion is so we can keep on top of the finances during 
this period if you use envelopes put the envelope number in the 

“message” section of the electronic transfer form.  If you do not use 
envelopes maybe just put your name.

And while you will not get to take part in a worship service here is a link to “At Home” 
worship resources for Easter services that contain full liturgies, including Biblical 
passages. 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/10234/home-worship-for-maundy-thursday-good-
friday-and-easter-vigil-with-full-scripture-text?

Here is a Youtube link to a version of my All Time Favourite Easter hymn, “When I survey 
the Wondrous Cross” by Isaac Watts. This version is sung by Marantha Celtic.  I should 
mention that the depiction of Jesus upon the cross is a bit confronting at the start. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLzcjpDqiXI

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/10234/home-worship-for-maundy-thursday-good-friday-and-easter-vigil-with-full-scripture-text?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLzcjpDqiXI
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/10234/home-worship-for-maundy-thursday-good-friday-and-easter-vigil-with-full-scripture-text?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLzcjpDqiXI
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 (cont from page 1) 

So much of our life is lashed to death and 
decay, habits, ways of thinking, ruts and 
routines that as they rot around us the 
poison seeps into us as well.  The dead 
things we carry in us through life.  As I am 
constantly saying the Bible is not about 
events that happened two thousand years 
ago, but what may happen today and 
tomorrow.  Now that is a particular 
challenge when it comes to Easter – for it 
pushes us very hard to be asking, what 
might it look like for me to live with 

Resurrection.  How might we live alive and 
when our turn comes how might we die 
alive rather than having lived dead. That’s 
what Easter is about, individuals, 
communities nations living with the power 
of life flowing through them, not the 
stench of death intimidating them.  It is a 
message for us to hearken to more than 
ever in this COVID-19 environment. 
Together, yet even as we are physically 
isolated  we all called to embody 
(“incarnate”) this reality.  We are called to 
answer for ourselves, “Just what does it 
look like to live the Resurrection life” ?  

Staff Contacts 

Minister: The Rev Ray
Gormann
rgormann@bigpond.net.au 
ph 0447 142 425

Mental Health Ministry
Co-ordinator: 
The Rev (Deacon) Fiona Botcher
feigh.b@gmail.com
ph 0421 027 467

Sunshine Youth Space
Co-ordinator: Samita Rai
sunshineyouthcoordinator@gmail.com
ph 0497 423 293

A bit of humour to finish with, from the Parish of Harnham Magazine Bulletin 
bloopers 

We are delighted to announce that the youth 
group has raised almost £500 for drug abuse.
--------------------------
Correction: The following typo appeared in 
our last bulletin: 'Lunch will be gin at 12:15.' 
Please correct to read '12 noon.'
--------------------------
Any church member over 18 is welcome on 
our new lay ministry programme. It requires 
minimal training and time: just six weekly 
classes of about 200 hours each Tuesday night.

--------------------------
The Seniors group will have a picnic on 
Saturday. Each person is asked to bring a 
friend, a vegetable, and a sweet, all in a 
covered dish.
--------------------------
Remember the church jumble sale. We have a 
gents three-speed bicycle, also two ladies for 
sale, in good running order.
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